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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH March 5, 2017

Welcome to Indian Hills Com-
munity Church. We are glad you 
are here!

Indian Hills is a non-denomi-
national church; that is, we are not 
a part of a larger group (denomina-
tion) of churches. However, we do 
share a common bond with church-
es that believe the Bible is the sole 
authority in faith and practice.

Our conviction that the Bible is 
trustworthy, and a true revelation 
from God also separates us from 
many churches.

All Scripture is inspired by 
God and profitable for teach-
ing, for reproof, for correction, 
for training in righteousness; 
so that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every 
good work (2 Timothy 3:16, 17).
Although there are parts of 

the Bible that can be interpreted 
in more than one way, we believe 
the primary message of the Bible 
is clear. 

The Bible presents both good 
and bad news. The bad news is that 
we are sinners who cannot save 
ourselves.

If you are depending on your 
personal decency, baptism, ritu-

als, or good works to get you to 
heaven, the Bible is clear—you 
cannot change your relationship 
with God through good deeds or 
anything you do.

The good news is that God 
took the initiative to save us from 
our sins through an actual historic 
event.

Jesus Christ, the God-man, 
died on a cross and paid the pen-
alty for our sins. He made recon-
ciliation with God possible. The 
Apostle Paul wrote:

For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God; not as a result 
of works, so that no one may 
boast (Ephesians 2:8, 9). 
This “gift of God” is not ours 

unless we turn from our sins and 
trust in Jesus’ finished work on the 
cross. If you have not come to God 
with a repentent heart, ready to 
receive forgiveness through Christ, 
we beg you to settle this matter 
today. Tomorrow may be too late.

Daylight Saving Time
Be sure to set your clocks 

ahead before retiring on Saturday 
night, March 11.
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Welcome and Connect Meeting Tonight at 7:30

Practicing Hospitality in the Church
Gale Engle

Believers are to love others. 
One of the ways we can love others 
is by practicing hospitality in the 
church.

For if you love those who love 
you, what reward do you have? 
Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same? If you greet only 
your brothers, what more are 
you doing than others? Do 
not even the Gentiles do the 
same? (Matthew 5:46-48).
According to Pastor Aaron 

Nicholson, “When a church is 
made up of people who have been 
transformed and have a heart of 
compassion for others, their love 
will show up in their care, conver-
sations, and greetings.”

Besides love for others, hospi-
tality has a lot to do with speech 
and how we express ourselves.

“This creates a warm atmo-
sphere in the church,” Aaron said. 
“A church that doesn’t have people 
practicing hospitality is cold and 

lifeless. If we claim to be a bibli-
cal church, we must be biblical in 
practice as well as principle.”

The goal of the Hospitality 
Ministry is to welcome and con-
nect.

“Our desire is to have each 
visitor cared for from entrance to 
exit,” Aaron said. “Ideally, each 
visitor is greeted at the door, led 
to the information desk to receive 
a welcome bag, then led to the 
ushers who introduce them to the 
section host. After the service, the 
section host invites the visitor to 
come back the following Sunday. 
On their way out, the ushers say, 
‘Thanks for coming.’”

Who can serve in the Hos-
pitality Ministry?

Everyone can serve in this 
ministry since everyone can show 
friendliness. Every believer ought 
to be friendly and even a shy per-
son can give a friendly greeting.

The Hospitality Ministry’s goal is to welcome and connect people 
so they can hear the Word of God and get plugged in to the ministry. 
Several teams carry out this goal. Each team is an important link in 
the chain. When a visitor walks in the door, he is welcomed in the 
following order.

Greeters      Information Desk     Ushers      Section Hosts

Continued on page 6
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Door Greeters
The Door Greeters are our 

first line of hospitality. They cre-
ate a friendly and helpful first 
impression of the church. Their 
responsibilities are to greet those 
who come in the doors; watch for 
people needing assistance; and 
connect visitors to the Information 
Desk. If you’re comfortable saying, 
“Hi! Welcome to Indian Hills,” 
this job may be for you.

Information Desk
The purpose of the Informa-

tion Desk is to help visitors (and 
members) connect to the different 
areas of ministry. Besides giving 
out welcome bags, their responsi-
bilities are to answer questions and 
show visitors to the appropriate 
area.

Ushers
Ushers are the eyes and ears 

of the Hospitality Ministry in the 
auditorium. They watch over the 
people in their section and try to 
meet any needs that arise. Besides 
greeting those that come through 
their door, ushers connect visitors 
to Section Hosts.

Section Hosts
A vital part of our hospital-

ity ministry, Section Hosts make 
contact with visitors and connect 
them to others in the body.

Preparing Our Hearts for 
Hospitality

“We season our food to im-
prove the taste,” Aaron said, “simi-
larly, our words are to be seasoned 
with love and kindness.”

The Apostle Paul wrote:
Let your speech always be 
with grace, as though seasoned 
with salt, so that you will 
know how you should respond 
to each person (Colossians 
4:6).
“When dealing with difficult 

people,” Aaron said, “it is good to 
remember that: ‘A gentle answer 
turns away wrath, but a harsh word 
stirs up anger’ (Proverbs 15:1). A 
kind word can go a long way in 
healing a wounded relationship 
too.”

Speaking on the tongue, James 
uses the analogy of a fountain and 
how it cannot send out both sweet 
and bitter water:

But no one can tame the 
tongue; it is a restless 
evil and full of deadly poi-
son. With it we bless our Lord 
and Father, and with it we 
curse men, who have been 
made in the likeness of 
God; from the same mouth 
come both blessing and curs-
ing. My brethren, these things 
ought not to be this way. Does 
a fountain send out from the 
same opening both fresh and 
bitter water? (James 3:8-11).

Continued from page 5
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Church Leadership
Board of Elders
Gil Rugh, Chairman
Jeff Horn, Staff Elder
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Greg Thomas

Pastoral Staff
Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Jeff Horn, Senior Associate Pastor
Duane Nelsen, Associate Pastor
Donald Goertzen
Eddie Masters, Pastor Emeritus
Aaron Nicholson

Support Staff
Kathleen Anderson
Twila Beck
Gale Engle
John Scholle
Kevin Wheat

Deacons
Jim Aust ........................... Children’s Church
Adam Flaugh ............................... Evangelism
Jonathan Goodding ................. Boys of Faith
Jeff Harford ................................. Junior High
Jim Krieger ..................................... Wee Care
Curt Kuster ............................... Communion
Nick McElvain .......................... High School
Galen Pfeiffer ...................................... Awana
Tom Price...............................Nursing Home
Todd Smith ............................ Sunday School

Part-Time Staff
Doug Andrews
Jerry Andrews
Stephen Bede
Hannah Ganshorn
Rick Gloe
LeeAnn Hedrick
Jake Krieger
Curt Kuster
Carroll Lavalleur
Nick McElvain
Dale McDaniel
Charles Muir
Carsten Scholle
Taysha Slade
Andrew Thomas
Zach Wheat

Ugly Thoughts & Words
If we find ourselves complain-

ing, speaking sarcastically, or in 
an unkind manner, we need to do 
a heart-check and see if we line up 
with the Scriptures. Do I know and 
love the Lord as much as I think I 
do?

Matthew warned us, “But 
the things that proceed out of the 
mouth come from the heart” (Mat-
thew 15:18). What overflows from 
an evil heart will not be pretty, but, 
what overflows from a changed 
heart will be music to the ears.

Serving Everyone
The Hospitality Ministry is 

not just for visitors. We also want 
to minister to people who are 
not plugged in or engaged in the 
ministry. Our goal is to encourage 
people to be involved, serving and 
using their spiritual gifts. Be sure to 
attend the meeting tonight at 7:30.

For more information:

Hospitality Ministry Pastor: 
Aaron Nicholson (aaron.nichol-
son@ihcc.org)
Greeters, Information Desk, 
Section Hosts: Brian Willet (brian.
willet@outlook.com)
AM Ushers: Stan Harn (sharn@
unmc.edu) 
PM Ushers: Gary Arbuck (ar-
bucks@juno.com) 

Continued from page 6

Hospitality



8  • Heartbeat

Look Around and Ask Yourself
Are My Neighbors Saved?

Do they go to a Bible-teaching church? Do they know about God’s 
great love for them?

Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ is not only a responsibility 
we have, but a privilege. Here are some practical ideas that may help you 
share Christ with your friends and neighbors.

• Find out their birthdays and send them a personal card with a warm-
hearted note.

• Offer to cut their grass and get their mail when they go away on 
vacation.

• Take them some homemade bread or cookies, or some little goodie 
they would appreciate.

• Invite them to your home for coffee, a cookout, or dessert.
• Smile at them whenever you see them. You’ll be surprised how this 

helps.
• If a neighbor is new to the area, a little housewarming gift is a kind 

way of saying “welcome.”
• If they have little children, offer to baby-sit for them sometime—for 

free.
• If they are in the hospital, be sure to visit them and offer to take care 

of things at home.

 Be sure to pray for your friends, neighbors and loved ones, and look 
for little ways to show them kindness. These little acts of friendship may 
provide an opportunity to share our Lord with those around you.
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Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Acts
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Topical Study
Team Taught 
Room 1430

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 John
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Topical Study
Team Taught
Rooms 2211

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Bible Fellowship Hour
HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying First Samuel
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Matthew
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mys-
tery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Prime Time (60+ retired)
Studying Genesis
Mike Voss Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 483-4541, 
visit the class, or stop by 
the information center 
in the south lobby.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

“For God did not send the Son into the world to 
judge the world, but that the world might be saved 
through Him” (John 3:17).
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Family News. 
Invitation. Virgil and June Frahm 
will be celebrating their 50th Wed-
ding anniversary with an open 
house in the IHCC Family Center 
on Saturday, March 11 from 1-4 
p.m. Everyone is welcome.
Hospitalized. Gwen Anderson 
was a patient at Bryan East Hos-
pital.

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children stud-
ied Psalm 146–150 and learned that 
God is worthy to be praised.
Children’s Church. The children 
had a gospel message from the 
puppets this morning.

Information
Cookie Dough. If you ordered 
cookie dough from Girls of Grace, 
the pickup date is Wednesday, 
March 8 from 6:00–8:30 p.m.  
Door-to-Door Evangelism (in 
the neighborhoods of Lincoln) 
starts Monday, March 13 at 6:15 
p.m. We will meet at the north 
entrance of IHCC (by the security 
desk). All are welcome to attend. 
If you’ve never been out before, we 
will pair you up with someone who 
has experience and you can learn 
by watching and listening.
Ladies Titus Tuesday. We will not 
meet this Tuesday so everyone can 
dedicate the morning to cleaning 
the church. Join us next Tuesday 

to continue our study on being 
satisfied.
Cleaning Day. Everyone is wel-
come to come help clean those 
places in the church that only get 
cleaned once or twice a year. Join 
us Tuesday, March 7 from 9:00–
11:00 a.m. Treats will be provided.
Wednesday night class. Join Mike 
Voss on Wednesday, March 8 at 
7:00 p.m. to learn about “Minister-
ing in the Marketplace.” Everyone 
is welcome.
Roman Catholicism. Tom Price 
will begin a five-week series on 
Roman Catholicism beginning 
March 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the Bible 
Learning Center. If you would like 
more background on what Catho-
lics believe and how to share the 
gospel with loved ones, plan to 
attend.
Issues in Our Contemporary 
World meets Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. Donald Goertzen is teach-
ing on Eretz Israel. Everyone is 
welcome.
Van Drivers. We need more van 
drivers to transport kids to Awana 
on Wednesday nights. Recently, 
we had to turn kids away because 
there was not enough room in the 
one van that has been going out. 
We have more vans available! If 
you are interested in serving in 
this way, please contact Dalton 
Dowding at 402-470-1605.
Creative Sewers will meet Tues-
day, March 7, at 11:30 a.m. for 
lunch and sewing.
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Last Week’s Message
Feb. 26 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 1994. 
In Contention for the Worst. Rev-
elation 3:17-18
Feb. 26 PM. Gil Rugh. GR 2076. 
False Converts Moved in Early 
On. Galatians 1:1; Acts 15

Nursery Workers are needed Sun-
day morning during the Sunday 
school hour. Call Stephanie Dowd-
ing, 402-416-9868.
Nursery Workers are needed for 
the second hour. Please contact 
Cheryl Slade, 402-770-3055, if you 
would like to help.
Cleaners are needed to vacuum an 
area of the church once every five 
weeks. If you would like to help, call 
Tami Coffin, 402-366-3490.
Choir meets on Wednesdays at 
7 p.m. and will sing every other 
Sunday morning, plus sing for the 
Easter service.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt 
Kuster of all hospitalizations and 
births.
Girls’ Choir (fourth–twelfth 
grade) meets on Wednesdays from 
5:00-6:15 p.m. in the choir room.
Weather Alert. If you are wonder-
ing if the church will be open or 
closed due to the weather, check 
www.ihcc.org.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Lending Library. This is a great 
time to introduce your kids to the 
church Lending Library. We have 
all kinds of books for both children 
and adults.
Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 

are interested in hosting a study in 
your home, contact Duane Nelsen 
at 402-483-4541.
Teacher Is Needed the first Sun-
day of every month at the Water-
ford (south) on South 48th Street.  
The service starts at 2:30 p.m. and 
usually is done in 45 minutes. A 
teacher and song leader are needed 
on the first Sunday of the month at 
Country House (70th and O) start-
ing the first Sunday in February. A 
teacher and song leader are needed 
at The Arbors in north Lincoln on 
the fourth Sunday of every month. 
A teacher is needed the first 
Sunday at Gramercy Hill. Contact 
Tom Price at mathmanprice@
gmail.com for more information.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor 
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and 
funeral arrangements.
Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discount-
ed and hard-to-find books. Our 
shelves are growing and the stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Sunday Night Church 6 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6 p.m.
Boys of Faith 6 p.m.

Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.
Hospitality Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Monday
Sisters 7 p.m.

Tuesday
Cleaning Day 9:00–11:00 a.m.

No Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m.
Creative Sewers 11:30 a.m.
Mansion Builders 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5 p.m.
Orchestra 6 p.m. 
Awana 6:45 p.m.

Junior High 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7 p.m.

Issues . . .World 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night Study 7 p.m.

Mansion Builders 7 p.m.
Cookie Dough Pickup 6:00–8:30 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7 p.m.

Future Events
March 12–16

High School Ski Trip

March 22
No Awana

March 28
Intermission (Brunch Break) 9:15 a.m.

April 2
Steve Scheibner Preaching

April 14
Good Friday/Communion

April 16
Resurrection Sunday

April 21, 22
AO Spring Retreat

April 28–30
Boys of Faith Spring Camp

May 14
Boys of Faith Cookout

May 25–28
Girls of Grace Camp

June 2–5
Girls’ Choir Tour

June 12–16
Vacation Bible School

July 9–14
High School Camp

August 5–8
Boys of Faith Camp

August 9–12
Junior High School Camp
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